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Building the vision

Geoff Burchill, master planner and development consultant, launches his new book, Passion, Power & Prejudice at Q1 today.
Michael Jacobson takes a look at the man behind 40 years of this city’s growth and expansion

HERE could be few more
I appropriate settings for
Geoff Burchill’s book
launch than Q1 in Surfers Para-
dise. Where better than the
world’s tallest residential hilll(l-
ing to tell one of Australia’s
biggest stories?

The story is that ol the Gold
Coast and the storyteller is a man
who, as o ma Janner and devel-
opment industry consultant, spent
the best part of 40 years involved in
the transformation ol a string of sea-
side villages into the flounshing and
expanding city of today.

Now retired, Burchill's consider-
uble carcer credits include civil and
tructural engineering, architecture,
rket strategy, project manages
i and resort development and he
Tias led community organisations in
media, goll’ development, tourism
and the Multi-function Polis con-
cept for the Gold Coast.

Burchill was at the coalface, or
more accurately the beachfront, for
what he describes as many of the
great highs and despairing lows in
the Gold Coast’s development, and
he recounts them all — the movers
und shakers. the visionaries and
critics, the booms and busts - in his
book Pussion, Power & Prejudice

This is no tourist guide, no vacn,
ous salute to glamour, sun, surf
and sex, Rather, it is 4 comprehen-
sive social document which, after
four years of painstaking research,
has come in at & doorstop-
proportioned 624 pages.

All the big names are assembled

Bruce Small, Arthur Earle, Stanley
Korman, Keith Williams, Bernic
Elsey, Pat Zarro, Brion Ray, Jim
Christopher Skase, Peter
e, Russ Hinze, Joh Bjelke-
en and more — as wre ull l|||_

g from Kinkak
1o H.:nn.lu.ury Cove to Q1.
Throughout the book, chill's

own pasgions and prejudices are

apologeticially aired. He is dis-
ly 1"0 -development and h
ce for the extreme en
the g lobby or the tendency for
‘paralysis by analysis’,

Burchill says he felt compelled 1o
write the book as a gift to the Gold
1's heritage, providing “an en-
evelopedia of information of a Kind
uld only be written from be-

hl\lpl‘\ offered to Ilrip in building a
reljable record”
As for the book’s title, Burchill

says it conveys the passion that has
captured all Gold Coasters at times,
but particularly its pioneening entre-

¢ power of capital to

ith govern-

ment creating pathways for growth;
and the prejudice from the. Gold
Coast's never-ending detractors,

ch of the book is
has gone before,
Burchill is far from wallowing in the
past. He his eyes very much on
the city’s future, decrying what he
of mediocrity in re-

nt thinking. fl|.mn|ng
0 dership, and [
passion that helped create
world's greatl touris
lifestyle cities may be in decli

According to Burchill,

about wha

if the
Eu'u-c of the Gold Coast’s success

ras been growth overwhels A=

ons, the challenge

lifestyle LIII.JllIICi of the city as it
doubles its population, and perhaps
its tourism business, and o plan
diligently ond sensibly for those
other industries that are being

Geoft Burchill's book covers the highs and lows of Gold Coast development

sought 1o bring a diversity of inno-
vation business here.
“It is essential to be absolutely

The situstion was hardly aided
by a series of eyclones in 1967 that
wiped out the Gold Const's beaches

right on the button in underst
what futore growth means in bums
on seats for all the necessary com-
ponents of infrastructure, housing.
tourist accommodation, transport
and services,” says Burchill,

Still, whatever the fature, it will

be much guided by the lessons
of past, and the Gold Coast's
past is a colourful one.

le Geoff Burchill's carcer in
fe development sc
rishane in 1960, h“

Day - he lsunched o hlnFl‘
gincering consulting pract and
immersed himsell in the good times
of a building hoom.

“My immediate work involved
supervi the construction of three
beach frontage multi-level unit
buildings - Suntower, Saham Court
and Ten The Esplanade. These were
hig for the time ... around 10
storeys.” says Burchill
1 of activity was
quickly stymied by the 1966 building
credit squeeze, the ensuing slump
seeing just five major new buildings
constructed in the next four years

and d d esplanades, property
and the c:lv s rcpul.umu

“From this very low point, Gold
Coasters got to work to rebuild the
city's appeal. Development for the
next ern of m\uh started and began
1o rise 1o 4 do of vision-

factors that shoukd have frustrated
progress even in the early years, if
the entreprencurs had taken no for
an nmwcr.

“They pushed on, not illegally (at
least not very often or for very long),
with councils and state government
decision-makers and consultants
having 1o makc adjustments to l:nnd-
“n

ary ideas nml speculative invest-
ment,” says Bnr\.{:ull

Just when things were going well,
at the height of a national property
boom, the Whitlam Government im-
posed a raft of social reforms that
saw inflation, interest rates and un-
employment soar und industry and
development decline, The flow-on
effect proved devastating for land
developers, speculative investors
and, inevitably, the progress of the
Gold Coast

That the city recovered and pros-
pered after such dire circumstances
15 one of the more remarkable
stories Burchill tells in his book.

“The great growth in Gold Coast
city development and the marvels of
spectacular tourism business hap-
pened against incredible odds," says
Burchill, who lauds the kind of ‘out-
sille the loop® vision of the

“Tourism developments deficd

policies to pass tests of reasonable-
ness under the circumstances of the
time for their approvals.

“Accepting these developments
in the best interests of the reglon’s
cconomic growth was the ruting fac-
wor in many approvals of the 19705
and 1980, to accommodate press-
ing tourism and urban growth pres-
sures in the booms or to boost the
Gold Coast in the doldrums.™

Given the composition of
the Gold Coast today, it may
surprise some when Burchill says a
major urban city should never
have happened

“In the early years of my career,
we did not know enough about the
real implications of economic,
physical, socinl and environmental
factors that today would be critical
to development potentinl across
the state.

“The entreprencurs, who knew

even less than the professionals,
would not worry about things that
would get in the way of their dreams
or ambitions

“This was an cra never to
be forgotten for its financial buoy-
ancy and world-class development
opportunitics. By 1990, the Gold
Coust came into the global tourism
market with new world-class resort
hotels, resort golf courses,
integrated tourist resorts on huge
land arcas. m.uul theme parks
and universith

Howover, it is the time after 1990
- a time of Panl Keating's “recession
we had 1o have' and the bursiing of
the Japanese property investment
bubble — that cams Burchill’s harsh-
est criticism and has fired his con-
cerns for what it is to come.

“The hard slog lor Gold Coast
business through the whole of the
19905 will be a familiar memory for
many business people,” he says.

“The big-ticket schemes 1 was
involved in for the city with other
Gold Coast development and tour-
ism industry figures died not only
beeause of the 1990 recession. but
from lack of support at council
and in local business communities in
an emerging era of medioerity in
thinking at the to

Geoll ﬁur\hlllp}r.'.lrrls for the re-
turn of visionary thinking, and be-
moans the emergence of projecis he
suys are ‘mostly gap-fillers with little
of the big-ticket vision needed for
the long term',

“What will come to continue to
make the Gold Coast and other
Queensland resort towns and cities
specinl? he asks,

“There are muny entreprencurs
at work in the mid-2000s, but fow in
the development of the city. These
are in different ki ul'cnl:rr!nur &
finance, education, marketing,
medical research, manufacturing for
the needs of & beach culture an in

| scale, and a
mnnuful:lurmg of many nlhcr kinds,
“The Gold Coast City Cooneil
has muny difficulties ts hands
that challenge the ability of an
elected layman council sysiem o
deal with the unigue gnml]l and

change of the Gold Coast.™

While Burchill admits that 40
years ago he knew nothing about the
realities of growth, he fears the same
can be said of too many administer-
ing the city today.

“The Gold Coust cannol rest
on its laurels for what it offers in
chunging times, Entertainment and
leisure fucilities that were once
unigue to the Gold Coast can be
scen all over Australia,” he says.

“Sutfers Parndise s, to o large

extenl, survi on its image from
the past and the sheer mass of its
huge home unit building accommo-
dition, but it is struggling under
raffic-led degradation and violent
crime. Resort centres alonyg the
Coast have looming problems with
obsole: ce of hmlﬁi;ng! and tour-
st fl ies,
*If the Giold Coast is 10 success-
fully plan ahead, the city’s develop-
ment industry leaders must get
involved again. Visions and sol-
utitns must be put 1o council and
the state and federal governments in
the ‘won't fake no for an answi
stvle of the pioncers of the city's
development.”

In the end, Passion, Power &
Pr\jlm'itr is a call for urgent and
y change not simply to pre-
| keep puce with the Gold
's expansion. but to stay abead
of it. Just as | ¢ from the past
docs not mean li here, refusing
o fearn from the past can oaly im-
peril the future

6 The Gold Coast cannot rest on its laurels ,
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